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an inner sleeve having a first end, a second end opposite said first 
end, and a pair of annular upset beads therebetween, said inner sleeve further having an 
inner diameter and an outer diameter thereon, said outer diameter having at least one 
projection thereon; 

a hose having an inner diameter positioned over said outer 
diameter of said inner sleeve, said at least one projection of said inner sleeve interlocking 
with said hose to resist axial movement of said hose relative to said reinforced hose 
coupling; 

an outer sleeve having a terminating end sandwiched between said 
pair of annular upset beads of said inner sleeve to prevent axial movement relative to said 
inner sleeve, said outer sleeve further having an inner diameter circumscribing said hose, 
said inner diameter of said outer sleeve further including at least one depression therein 
formed by a crimping operation^, said at least one depression defining [a crimp area] m 
area of peak crimp forc^ of a predetermined longitudinal extent and interlocking with said 
hose to further resist axial movement of said hose relative to said reinforced hose 
coupling; and 

at least one reinforcing ring positioned within said inner diameter 
of said inner sleeve within said predetermined longitudinal extent defined by said area of 
peak crimp force [crimp area], whereby said at least one reinforcing ring provides 
locaUzed support along said predetermined longitudinal extent to resist deformation of 
said inner sleeve during said crimping operation. 
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1 1 . (Twice Amended) A reinforced hose coupling defining [a crimp area] 
an area ofpeak crimp force of a predetermined longitudinal extent, said reinforced hose 
coupling comprising: 

a hose having an outer diameter and an inner diameter; 
an outer sleeve having an inner diameter circumscribing said outer 
diameter of said hose, said outer sleeve further having a plurahty of depressions therein, 
said plurality of depressions defining [a crimp area] an area of p ea k crimp force of a 
predetermined longitudinal extent and interlocking with said hose to resist axial 
movement of said hose relative to said outer sleeve; 

an inner sleeve having an inner diameter and an outer diameter, 
said inner sleeve being adapted to be inserted into said inner diameter of said hose said 
inner sleeve having at least one projection interlocking with said hose to resist axial 
movement of said hose relative to said iimer sleeve; and 

at least one reinforcing ring situated within said inner diameter of 
said inner sleeve, within said predetermined longitudinal extent defined by said [crimp 
area,] area of peak crimp force whereby said at least one reinforcing ring positioned 
between said plurality of depressions of said outer sleeve such that] said at least one 
reinforcing ring provides locaUzed support along said predetermined longitudinal extent 
to resist deformation of said inner sleeve. 

12. (Twice Amended) A reinforced hose coupling defining [a crimp area] 
an area ofpeak crimp force of a predetermined longitudinal extent, said reinforced hose 
coupling comprising: 
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a hose having an outer diameter and an inner diameter; 

an outer sleeve having an inner diameter circimiscribing said outer 
diameter of said hose, said outer sleeve further having at least one depression therein, said 
at least one depression defining [a crimp area] an area of peak crimp force of a 
predetermined longitudinal extent and interiocking with said hose to resist axial 
movement of said hose relative to said outer sleeve; 

an inner sleeve having an inner diameter and an outer diameter, 
said inner sleeve being adapted to be inserted into said inner diameter of said hose said 
inner sleeve having at least one projection interiocking with said hose to resist axial 
movement of said hose relative to said inner sleeve; and at least one reinforcing ring 
situated within said inner diameter of said inner sleeve, within said predetermined 
longitudinal extent defined by said [crimp area] area of peak crimp force, whereby said at 
least one reinforcing ring provides localized support along said predetermined 
longitudinal extent to resist deformation of said imer sleeve. 

Remarks 

To highlight the distinction of the above referenced invention over the 
prior art as interpreted by the Examiner in the Office Action of October 22, 2001, Paper 
No. 10, and the subsequent Advisory Action of January 9, 2002, Paper No. 13, the 
claims were amended as set forth herem. Claims 1, 1 1 and 12 were amended to more 
clearly define the subject matter of the invention and to place all of the claims remaining 
in the apphcation in condition for allowance. No new matter was presented and entry 
thereof is respectfiiUy requested. 


